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The Long Island Pine Barrens Society
has selected a major Long Island science
center and a respected philanthropy 
to receive prestigious awards for envi-
ronmental achievement on Long Island.  

Brookhaven National Laboratory 
will receive the Society’s 2004 award 
for “Outstanding Contribution to Long
Island’s Environment” and Nancy
Douzinas of the Garden City-based
Rauch Foundation will be honored 
with the organization’s “Environmental
Achievement Award” at the Pine 
Barrens Society’s 27th Anniversary
Environmental Awards Gala, being held
October 7 at Carlyle on the Green in
Bethpage State Park.

BNL is being honored for its 

comprehensive clean-up of contamina-
tion at the sprawling research facility 
in the Pine Barrens at Upton, Long
Island and for its programs of research, 
education and community involvement.
“New lab management recognized 
years of environmental pollution at the
world class science facility, then set 
out on an ambitious remediation plan
aimed at restoring the site at a cost of 
tens of millions of dollars and adopting 
a process of pollution prevention,” said
Pine Barrens Society Executive 
Director Richard Amper. “The Lab 
listened to the environmental and civic 
community and has literally cleaned up
its act, above and beyond the call of
duty,” he added.

The Rauch Foundation has long 
supported environmental preservation
programs on Long Island.  Recently, 
the Foundation created the Long 
Island Index – an indicators project that
gathers and disseminates factual 
information on the state of the 
Island’s economy, environment and 
other social needs, in the interest 
of effecting positive social change.  “The
Rauch Foundation has made itself a 
wonderful neighbor for every Long
Islander and Long Island’s environment, 
a major priority for current and future
generations,” Amper said.

John Kanas, President & CEO of
North Fork Bank will serve as Gala
Chairman.  Among previous award win-
ners are Newsday, Cablevision, KeySpan
Energy and elected officials including
George Pataki, former Attorney General
Robert Abrams and New York State
Legislators, Senator Kenneth LaValle
and Assemblyman Thomas DiNapoli.
The Gala is held at a different location 
every year.  This is the first time it will 
be held in Nassau County.  Tickets are
available by calling (631) 369-3300.

BROOKHAVEN LAB & RAUCH 
FOUNDATION WIN GREEN A WARDS

Pine Barrens Society Will Honor Envir onmental  Achievements

Gala Venue: The elegant Carlyle on the Green in Bethpage
State Park, site of the Society’s 27th Anniversary
Environmental Awards Gala, October 7.

Praveen Chaudhari Nancy Rauch Douzinas John Kanas
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There They Go, Again!

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
RICHARD AMPER

Just about the time you think you’ve seen the worst, most
dishonest and nefarious scheme of the Long Island
builders, they outdo themselves.  

Last year, they bankrolled a phony front group that prevent-
ed citizens from even voting on a referendum to extend the
highly successful Community Preservation Fund from the East
End to Brookhaven.  They warned that home sellers would 
pay the two percent real estate
transfer tax when, in fact, in some
45,000 transactions, government
has only ever collected the money
from buyers.

At the time, the Long Island
Builders Institute said they pre-
ferred Bond Acts as a means to
protect drinking water and pre-
serve open space and farmland.
Now that Nassau, Suffolk,
Brookhaven and Oyster Bay have
placed Bond Acts on the November ballot, the builders are
having second thoughts!  This time, they say they only support
preservation if they can keep up the development.  They’ve
demanded (and won from Suffolk County) a provision in the
County Environmental Bond Act that lets them build more
houses every time land is preserved.  That’s a hell of a way to
control over-development, right?

Then, as if this were not bad enough, they have begun to
cynically exploit the recognized absence of affordable housing
on Long Island – a problem the developers created themselves.
The reason there is no affordable housing on Long Island is
that the developers make more money when they build unaf-
fordable housing.  Of the one million homes on Long Island,
fewer than 3000 are affordable.  What’s more, the ballot lan-
guage on the proposed Suffolk Environmental Bond Act 
doesn’t even contain the words "affordable housing," there is
no operational County affordable housing program and Suffolk
has both the resources and the authority to start such a program
without undercutting the $75 million Bond Act for open space
and farmland protection.

So, why did the developers do this?  We’re convinced that
the addition of the provision to allow transferable development
rights is a "poison pill" designed to cause voters to reject the
Environmental Bond Act, so they can continue their out-of-
control building.  After all, how many people are going to vote
for a preservation plan that brings more development?
Moreover, once the referendum is defeated, the developers can
return to their political pals in Suffolk County government
(including County Executive Levy and the County Legislature)
and still get a TDR program to build whatever and wherever

they want – affordable housing be damned.   It’s downright dia-
bolical.  No wonder Long Island’s builders have become Public
Enemy Number One.

Of course, the way to force developers to build housing our
young people and seniors can afford is to require it as a condi-
tion for approving their unaffordable housing.  Because the issue

here on Long Island isn’t between
open space preservation and
affordable housing.  It’s between
open space preservation and 
more unaffordable housing.
Towns should require that 25 
percent of every development 
is affordable – under $200,000,
say.  In fact, the Suffolk County
Legislature should immediately
pass legislation insisting that the
TDRs they have tacked onto the
Environmental Bond Act be used

exclusively for housing our workforce can afford.  Then, see
how committed to affordable housing the developers really are!

The "affordable housing" issue is simply the latest self-serving
smokescreen of Long Island’s developers led by the Long Island
Builders Institute.  They’re not interested in responding to an
acute social need, they’re continuing a long history of "make a
quick buck, then continue paving over the last of Long Island."

We cannot control over-development and the high taxes and
traffic that goes with it if we simply transfer development 
from one place to another, encouraging not controlling it.  We’re
already paying more than twice the national average in taxes and
over-development itself is what’s driving our young people and
and seniors off the Island.  And, the paucity of affordable hous-
ing has nothing to do with preserving open space.  The develop-
ers weren’t building much when Long Island was nothing but
open space. Contrary to published accounts, environmentalists
including the Pine Barrens Society do not oppose Suffolk
County’s proposed $75 million Environmental Bond Act.  Nor
do we oppose affordable housing.  What environmentalists
oppose is the new provision that was tacked onto the Bond pro-
posal, at the urging of big developers.  The provision undermines
environmental protection, while doing nothing to advance
affordable housing.  If Suffolk really wants to preserve open
space and obtain affordable housing, it should keep environmen-
tal referenda, a vote on the environment – as Nassau,
Brookhaven and Oyster Bay have.  Then Suffolk governments
should halt the over-development that Long Island cannot afford
and require the developers to build the affordable housing we
really need.

“The choice isn't between open

space and affordable 

housing—it's between open

space and more 

unaffordable housing.”

Continued on page 7
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The New York State Pine Barrens Commission has approved
language for an amendment to the Pine Barrens Protection Act
that would limit the right of government to obtain exemptions
from the legislation’s prohibition on development in the Core
Preservation Area of the Pine Barrens.

An aftermath of litigation resulting from development at the
Long Island Shooting Range and Fireman’s Park on land owned
by the Town of Brookhaven, the proposal would bar, with limited,
specified exceptions, any branch of government from obtaining a
so-called hardship exemption that would permit building in the
core except in cases of public health or safety.  Language in the
landmark state legislation was considered unclear and has been
the source of several lawsuits.

Recommendation of the proposed amendment is expected to be
sent to the state legislative sponsors of the Pine Barrens Act before
the end of October.  The amendment would then be put before the
full legislature in its next session, set for January.  Two previous

amendments to the legislation have been approved since the Act
was adopted in July 1993.

“It makes no sense for government to purchase private land for
preservation, only to develop it itself,” said Pine Barrens Society
President Alan Singer.  “This agreement will eliminate the basis
for much conflict with local government since passage of the state
legislation,” he added.

Exempt from the new amendment will be a few state parcels
used for the maintenance of parkland, construction that is part of
a master plan for Suffolk Community College’s eastern campus
approved before the Pine Barrens Act and two previously
approved projects at Brookhaven State Park.  Development,
including clearing and construction, on any other government
owned land in the Core Preservation Area will be permanently
banned unless public health and safety are involved.  The agree-
ment took nearly a year to negotiate.

Seek Ban of Government Development in Core

FOUR ENVIRONMENT AL BOND ACTS
Continued from page 1

Property in Jericho last year.  The parcel was one of the top prior-
ities for preservation and involved state, county and town funding.
Joseph Lorintz, Executive Director of the Long Island Drinking
Water Coalition and a leader of Oyster Bay's last bond act said,
"Oyster Bay residents cherish their open space and parks - I'm con-
fident that they will overwhelmingly support this referendum.”

In Brookhaven, the Town Board approved $100 million to con-
trol over-development and preserve open space and farmland.
The action follows the removal of a proposed Community
Preservation Fund from last year's ballot after a campaign by
developers against the funding measure.  The Community
Preservation Fund has preserved more than 4000 acres in Long
Island's five East End towns.  If approved, the Bond Act would
cost the average household $3.50 dollars a month.  Thalia
Bouklas, President of the Affiliated Brookhaven Civic
Organizations - a 40-member civic umbrella coalition observed,
"Land not preserved immediately, will be lost forever to develop-

ment."  She added, "We must provide this bridge to future renew-
al of the Community Preservation Fund initiative."

In Suffolk, environmentalists were stunned when the Suffolk
County Legislature approved a last minute amendment to a pro-
posed $75 million Environmental Bond Act.  It provided for the
transfer of development from preserved land to allow additional
development.  Proponents of affordable housing said the 
amendment would encourage developers to build much-needed
affordable housing, but the proposed ballot language made no
requirement that the transferable development rights be used for
affordable housing.  

Pine Barrens Society Executive Director, Richard Amper, said,
"Long Island developers don't build much affordable housing
because they make more money building unaffordable housing.
We think this amendment is simply a poison pill intended to
ensure defeat of the Bond Act because the developers are no more
committed to preservation than they are to affordable housing." 

BOND ACT KICK-OFF: Doug Dittko of the Associated Brookhaven
Civic Organizations speaks in support of $100 million Brookhaven Bond Act
as Supervisor John Jay LaValle and Councilman Steve Fiore-Rosenfeld look
on. Photo courtesy of the Press of Manorville & the Moriches

PRESERVATION PRIORITY : View of the Carmans River in
Brookhaven. Proposed Environmental Bond Acts will help protect natural
treasures such as this.  Pine Barrens Society photo
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