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LAND SCANDAL

The vaunted Suffolk County programs to pre-
serve open space were rocked by scandal in Decem-
ber when Newsday revealed that Suffolk County
Real Estate Director Allan Grecco cleared purchases
of environmentally-sensitive land at prices above
appraised value for clients of his business-on-the-
side. The revelations prompted Grecco's resignation
under fire, investigations by the Suffolk District
Attorney and the U.S. Justice Department, and a
civil lawsuit seeking restoration of taxpayer dollars
allegedly overspent.

Newsday reported that Grecco caused payment

RESIGNS UNDER

FIRE: Suffolk
of more than twice the original appraisal for the 40- County Real Estate

acre Chandler Estate in Mt. Sinai for Robert Tous-
sie, a customer of Grecco's private title company,
Peerless Abstract. Another customer, Campo Bro-
thers, was paid $3 million by Suffolk on the same
day Campo purchased the land for $1.15 million.
County officials said they did not know of Grecco's
connections to the sellers and said the actions constituted, "the

Director Allan
Grecco, who trig-
gered the recent

land scandal.
Photo: Newsday 2001

appearance of a conflict of interest." Grecco, a for-
mer law partner of Suffolk County Executive Robert
Gaffney, said there had been no wrongdoing.
Environmentalists decried the transactions and
urged county officials not to let the transgressions
halt or delay drinking water protection and open
space preservation while reforms to the program
were effected. In a letter to members of the Suffolk
County Legislature, Pine Barrens Society Executive
Director, Richard Amper said, "The Pine Barrens
Society deplores the abuse of office and betrayal of
public trust...further, we support efforts to reform
policies and procedures associated with the land
acquisition and purchase of development rights."
However, he warned that preservation could be
permanently jeopardized if government became par-
alyzed by the scandal. "Newsday, Suffolk's D.A.,

federal investigators, and an executive/legislative
committee are already examining possible wrongdo-
ing, and there is a civil action in the

A Remarkable String of Environmental Victories

ENVIRONMENTAL ACHIEVEMENT
AWARD: PBS Executive Director
Richard Amper and co-founder John
Turner flank award winners Marilyn
England and Dan Morris of the

Open Space Council at the 24th
Anniversary Env ironmental Awards
Gala, Oct. 26. (Full story on Page 6)
Photo: Ted Curry

The last few months produced a remark-
able string of environmental victories
for the Pine Barrens Society. A state
appeals court overturned the Riverhead
Town Board’s approval of a golf resort
and housing project on the globally-rare
Grandifolia Sandhills. Voters defeated a
referendum to operate a public airport at
the former Navy/Grumman airfield in
Calverton. Governor Pataki signed state
legislation preserving 300 acres of land at
the State University of New York at Old
Westbury. The land had been threatened
by proposed development in earlier
legislation. And the New York State
Legislature began negotiating terms of
renewal of the Environmental Protection
Fund--which provides state money for
land acquisition and other environmental
programs. (Stories begin on page 2)

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO
LONG ISLAND*S ENVIRONMENT: U.S.
Senator Charles Schumer

accepts the Societyss Top Honor

from PBS President Alan Singer

and Amper. The record-breaking

event was held at Louis XVI

Restaurant in Patchogue.
Curry
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Victory at Grandifolia Sandhills
Appeals Court Decides Town of Riverhead Ignored Law

A State Appeals Court overturned the Riverhead Town Board's February
2000 approval of the Traditional Links mega-golf resort in Baiting Hollow.

The ruling was unanimous, reversing a lower court decision by Supreme Court
Justice Lester Gerard in November 2000.

The Court ruled that the Town Board considered only the environmental
impacts from the golf course despite a proposal to build up to 333 houses in
conjunction with the course. The court also declared that the Town violated the
State Environmental Quality Review Act by neglecting to consider preservation
of the property despite its being the number one target for acquisition under the
Greenways program.

In approving the golf resort and residential development, the Riverhead
Town Board ignored recommendations of the Town Planning Board and the
Suffolk County Planning Commission, and they discounted testimony by envi-
HOLE 15: Traditional Links Golf Course sits ronmental and civic leaders of the environmental importance of the Grandifolia
atop the globally rare Grandifolia Sandhills Sandhills, the site on which the golf course and houses were to be constructed.
in Riverhead.  Photo: Traditional Links, LLC Experts testified that the site contains a globally rare community of Dwarf
American Beech on an ancient dune system; it is one of three known in the world. Riverhead issued clearing permits for the site
immediately after the project's approval, and the site has already been severely wounded by golf course construction.

Executive Director of the Pine Barrens Society, Richard Amper was elated with the decision, saying, "The appeals court has ruled
that the Town did not merely do a favor for a friend when it approved Traditional Links; it broke the law."

State Reverses Transfer of Land at Old Westbury

Governor George Pataki signed legislation in January to preserve 300
acres of state-owned land at the State University of New York at Old
Westbury. The land had previously been transferred to the college foundation
and targeted for development. The controversial proposal came under fire
from environmentalists who charged that the land in a state-designated Special [
Groundwater Protection Area was already owned by the state and should not
be developed. A Newsday expose on development practices on the campus
and an advertising campaign by the Long Island Drinking Water Coalition and
the Society helped reverse the action. Both the original bill transferring the
land to the college foundation and the January measure limiting development
at Old Westbury were sponsored by Assemblyman Thomas DiNapoli, recently
appointed Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee Chairman and
State Senator Carl Marcellino, Senate Environmental Conservation Committee PRESERVED: Woods at SUNY Old Westbury
Chairman. PBS Photo

T Lab Clean-Up Back on Track

In a never ending saga of budget cuts and restored fund-

/\(ﬁ@ ing, the Bush administration has changed its mind once more
and decided to not cut funds from the Brookhaven National Lab
budget.
Originally President Bush wanted to cut funds to clean up

WELCOMt

toxic waste at the Lab. The Society has been pushing for accel-
EAST HAM P10,
founded |43 erated clean-up for many years. After hiring John Marburger,
Reczived Grade of C— the former Director of the Lab, as his National Science Advisor,
ffmﬁle mf‘l"""’ and hearing many complaints from Long Island officials and

the environmental community, Bush decided the funding was
needed. He then allocated an additional $26 million to the Lab
for national security and research purposes.

The accelerated clean up of Brookhaven National Lab will
actually cost the taxpayers less than the slower paced cleanup
originally proposed. It will also protect our precious drinking
Courtesy of Danes Papers water from further contamination.
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by John Turner

With the spring season around the corner, the plant kingdom will
soon begin its riotous rush of transforming the colors of Mother
Nature's palette. The grays and browns of winter will be replaced
by the bright and dark greens of the growing season. In the Pine
Barrens tree and shrub oaks will leaf out, pink lady slipper orchids
will soon grace the forest floor with their unique, deep pink, deeply
cleft flowers, and bees will buzz about the white bell shaped flow-
ers of the high bush blueberries, intoxicated by the sweet smelling
nectar.

Often overlooked during this season of bud breaking and flower
formation are the ferns. They are often overlooked floral compo-
nents of the Pine Barrens because they lack the bright colors of
flowering plants. But what they lack in color they make up with
architecture and design. Few wildflowers can match the lacy beau-
ty of fern leaves.

There are more than a dozen species of ferns found in the Pine
Barrens but three species dominate. These are the ubiquitous brack-
en fern (Pteridium aquilinum), typically growing in the shade of the
dry pine-oak forest understory, the cinnamon fern (Osmunda cinna-
monea) which thrives in richer peat dominated soils found in
swampy habitats, and the marsh fern (Thelypteris palustris) often
seen growing in standing water. (A fourth, sensitive fern, Onoclea
sensibilis, is only slightly less common).

Bracken fern is so common in the Pine Barrens that it is hard to
walk even a short distance without coming across a stand of the
thigh high fern. In many places upland areas, especially those
devoid of a thick scrub oak understory, thick stands of bracken fern,
involving hundreds if not thousands of fronds dominate the forest
floor to the exclusion of other understory plants.

While bracken fern can and does reproduce by spores (the
spore cases are on the rolled under margins of the leaflets), it typi-
cally spreads vegeta-
tively by the means of
spreading rhizomes or
rootstocks. Indeed, a
large stand of bracken
may be one large plant
interconnected by
these subterranean
rootstocks. Because so
much of the root mass-
es are under the
ground bracken fern
quickly rebounds after
fire.

A graceful Cinnamon Fern with
spores, Osmunda cinnamonea , com-
monly found in the boggier regions of
the Pine Barrens

Photo by Mary Laura LaMont

The bracken fern,
also known as brake
fern, has one of the
widest distributions of

Ferns of the Pine Barrens

A Marsh Fern, Thelypteris palustris , in the Pine Barrens.
Thelypteris, from the Greek, thelus, "female" and pteris,
“fern". Palustris, the Latin word meaning <of the swampZ.
Photo: Mary Laura LaMont

any plant in the world. It is found across Europe and Asia and in
Japan in addition to throughout the North American continent. In
Japan the bracken fern was once a staple part of the diet. This
came to a halt though when scientists learned that the species is
carcinogenic and may have been responsible for the high rates of
stomach and esophageal cancer suffered by the Japanese.

The species scientific name, Pteridium aquilinum, has an inter-
esting background. The generic name Pteridium is derived from
the classic Greek name for fern, Pteris. Aquilinum relates to
eagles (remember the constellation of Aquila the Eagle, part of the
famous aphorism the Summer Triangle). The three-parted frond,
as it begins to unfurl, bears a strong resemblance to the foot of an
eagle.

Cinnamon fern dominates in the maple-tupelo swamps. Here,
it often forms tussocky mats that give the appearance of hundreds
of ferns planted in vases under the ground. It is the quintessential
fern with its graceful, arching sterile fronds emerging from the
conspicuous rootstock and surrounding, in circular fashion, the
cinnamon colored stalks that house the fertile spore cases. (A few
ferns have the spores on separate structures like cinnamon fern
while most, like the bracken fern mentioned above, have the spore
cases, also known as sporangia, connected to the underside of the
frond). A diagnostic feature of cinnamon fern is that there is a
small tuft of cinnamon colored down at the base of each leaflet.
In Spring the young cinnamon ferns (at the fiddlehead stage) are
covered with a thick felty down; this material is highly prized by
many species of songbirds as nesting material.

The marsh fern is Y the size of the robust cinnamon fern, the
frond rarely reaching much more than a foot in length. It also has
a different growth pattern growing singly and often grows in shal-
low water. The fronds are a distinctive yellow-green color. The
species name palustris, means "of the marsh".

On your next hike in the Pine Barrens take the time to inspect
the ferns; look at the spore cases with a hand lens and enjoy the
fragile, lacy beauty they imbue to our pine-oak woodlands.



“Let s let the investigators

investigate with guilty parties

punished and necessary

reforms implemented”

Alan Singer, President Robert McGrath
Nina Leonhardt, Secretary Maureen Michaels
Vincent Scandole, Treasurer Adriana Niazi
John Turner
Richard Amper
Julie Passanante & Lauren Storms

0 MO DmMOE OO OO OO IO MHMHEI 00O 00MDHDO0 00 O0mOd
OOMMmOOIIED QMIOMmO COO0MD OOMHHD M0 0o O OOnmimioim Mo
0IOOMD O OOO00IHHD COmOmOmmOOMDHDOEITITIO MDOMmOOOHmoon
0O BOMOOED OO OO0MD DOOOOTIH D 00 ModMHo00mo000




“Unbowed by our challenges

and inspired by our success

we sally forth. Excelsior!”

Grandifolia Sandhills continued from page 2

Amper called for "wholesale changes in the way Riverhead
reviews major development projects" and demanded the
removal of Riverhead Planning Director Richard Hanley, who
oversaw the project. The Society is currently evaluating the
damage done to the Grandifolia Sandhills and is estimating
the cost of restoring the site, if possible. The fate of the site
is currently uncertain.




24th Anniversary Environmental Awards Gala

Thank you to all of our Dinner Dance Contributors!
SponsorsBrookhaven National Lab, Nancy & Kostas
Douzinas, Islander East, L.I.P.A., WLNY-TV55
Patrons Arlene & Alan Alda, Robin & Richard Amper, John
Cameron-Cameron Engineering, Roz & Richard Edelman, Paul
J. Elston-NY League of Conservation Voters, Granville &
Priscilla Fairchild, Maureen Michaels, Dennis Mehiel,
Sweetheart Cup Company, Mr. & Mrs. William Niarakis-M.O.
& MLE. Hoffman Foundation, Regina Seltzer, The Society to
Preserve Underhill
Donors Audubon NY, Assemblywoman Patricia Eddington, Ms.
Jacqueline Fish, Dr. Karl Fossum, Brian & Mary Ann
McGunigle, Thomas Perna-AVR Realty, Larry Rockefeller, Mr.
& Mrs. H.V. Sherrill, Mr. & Mrs. James T.B. Tripp
Supporters Legislator David Bishop, Assemblyman Thomas
DiNapoli, Legislator Brian Foley, Richard Kassel-Natural
Resources Defense Council




PBS CHARGES ILLEGAL
CORE DEVELOPMENT

FALLEN TREES: This aerial photograph, taken in 1999,

shows the Range before the illegal clearing took place.
NYS Pine Barrens Commission

PBS staff has found that Brookhaven Fireman's Park Shooting
Range has cleared vegetation and constructed facilities in the Core
of the Central Pine Barrens in excess of those permitted by the
Pine Barrens Protection Act of 1993.

In 1998, an application for a hardship exemption, in order to
expand existing facilities, was approved by the Pine Barrens
Commission for following three renovations: an internal handi-
cap-accessible lavatory to an existing building, a 240 square foot
addition to the kitchen area of the existing pavilion for an addi-
tional employee bathroom; and the installation of a water line for
public water service. An Environmental Assessment Form was
filed for these renovations, and it stated that after completion of
the proposed projects, the forest-filled natural landscape would
remain unchanged.

Upon examining the site, PBS staff noted that there were new
structures and extensive clearing for which the facility's owner,
Frank Vigliarolo, made no application to the town or state as
required by law. The Society then compared aerial photographs of
the range from 1999 and 2001 and noted substantial differences in
the landscape. The first is a new pavilion, which resides to the
west of the previously existing clubhouse in an area that was pre-
viously undisturbed vegetation. Moreover, the range seems to
have built additional shooting stalls on the west end of the site,
along with what seems to be an expanded, paved parking lot.
There is no record of any permit for the construction of these pro-
jects.

Richard Amper contends that these developments cannot be
seen as innocent transgressions, because the range has has been
through the application process before Amper questions, "Why
wouldn't they follow the rules this time?" The range is no stranger
to environmental misdeeds. In February 2001, The DEC found
evidence that in one year, over 1,000 tons of sand were mined
from the site illegally. Criticizing the Range's repeated disregard
for the Pine Barrens Act, Amper said, "This businessman has
ignored state environmental law and the terms of his lease with
Brookhaven Town." Amper also states, "The terms of the lease
permit the Town to shut down this nuisance, unless the operator is
so well connected to Town officials that they refuse to take action.
The Pine Barrens Commission and the Town, both must act to pre-
serve our drinking water, habitat and quality-of-life."

Grecco Land Scandal continued from page 1

courts. As a result, we urge the Legislature to direct its energy
instead to ensuring the continuity of land preservation in the face
of the current adversity," Amper said.

Legislators had moved quickly to advance bills that could
slow or stop preservation and which might not have prevented
the Grecco affair. A five person committee representing the
County Executive's office and the Legislature issued recommen-
dations February 14 that would tighten internal procedures and

il expand legislative oversight. One proposal, opposed by the

Society, would remove the Real Estate Division from the Suffolk
County Planning Department to create a new county department.
Environmentalists praised the involvement of county planners in
land preservation and warned that creation of a new department
might additionally delay resumption of land purchases.

Renew Push for Environmental Fund

Three-way negotiations have begun in Albany on renewal of
the state’s Environmental Protection Fund. Governor George
Pataki has proposed $125 million for both the past and the next
fiscal year. Some in the state legislature are opposing a proposed
“sweep” of $100 million in interest collected in the dedicated
fund and adding some expenses not previously paid for under the
EPF. Environmentalists, including the Pine Barrens Society fear
that resulting reductions in open space purchases would jeopar-
dize land preservation on Long Island where diminishing open
space preservation prospects are expected to disappear altogether
by the end of the decade. The Assembly Speaker & Senate
Majority Leader are also involved in the negotiations.

.l

OPPOSING AIRPORT: PBS Executive Director Richard
Amper speaks out against proposed Calverton Airport
at pre-election rally in Wading River. Riverhead resi-

dents rejected the airport in Nov. 6 referendum.
Ellen Koch/News Review

Airport at Calverton Voted Down

Riverhead voters defeated a referendum that would have
authorized opening the former Grumman-leased U.S. Navy air-
field in Calverton as a public airport. By a vote of 3697 “No” to
2693 “Yes,” voters opposed the plan--the latest in a series of
efforts to develop an airport at the sprawling 2900-acre property,
which is located in a state-designated Special Groundwater
Protection Area.

“The public just keeps saying ‘No!” and Riverhead simply
won’t listen,” said Pine Barrens Society President Alan Singer.
“We hope they’ve gotten the message this time,” he added.
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