
Carmans River Plan Facing Rough Waters

New Long Island Association President Kevin S. Law and United States
Environmental Protection Agency Regional Administrator Judith A. Enck are being
honored October 13, at Oheka Castle. The occasion is the Long Island Pine Barrens
Society's 33rd Anniversary Environmental Awards Gala, which is attended by
hundreds of Long Island leaders each year. 

Both public servants are being honored
for the body of their environmental work, in
and out of government. Pine Barrens Society
President Alan Singer said, "These two
influential leaders join an impressive roster of
those we've honored for never having lost
sight of the importance of the environment
to Long Island, the state and the nation." 

Co-chairs of the event are Robert B.
Catell of the Advanced Energy Research &
Technology Center at SUNY Stony Brook
and Gary Melius of Oheka Castle.
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The Pine
B a r r e n s
Soc i e t y  i s
cha l l eng ing  
in court, Suf-
folk County's
p u r c h a s i n g  
of r ights to
d e v e l o p
f a r m l a n d  
and then per-
mitting such
development.
PBS asserts
that the action
is unconstitu-
tional, against
state law and a violation of the Public Trust Doctrine.

When Suffolk buys open space, it purchases the land
outright and takes ownership. But when it preserves
farmland it buys from the farmer only the right to develop the
land. The farmer retains ownership.

But Suffolk now permits development of up to 25% of a
farm from which the development rights have been
purchased. "The County can't make a gift of the 
public's money for private benefit," said PBS President Alan
Singer, "and the farmer surrendered his right to develop 
his land when he cashed the County's check."

"The farmer can't take money for not developing his land
and then develop it anyway. And the public is unlikely to
continue to support land preservation programs, if they're 
not getting what they paid for," he added. The lawsuit 
was expected to be filed at press time.

Environmental and civic leaders
pressing for a preservation plan for the
threatened Carmans River are finding
themselves swimming upstream.  The
effort to create a Carmans River
Watershed Comprehensive Preservation &
Management Plan has been stymied, so far,
by the refusal of the Town of Brookhaven
to adopt recommendations designed to
move the protection effort forward.

Advocates say Brookhaven is
advancing numerous development
plans in the Carmans River watershed,
some of them involving enormous
density, has rejected a moratorium on
development during the pendency of
the plan, will not permit full stakehold-
er participation in developing the

preservation plan and is limiting the
area to be protected.

At meetings before the Brookhaven
Town Board dozens of environmental and
civic leaders are calling the plan being
advanced by Brookhaven Supervisor
Mark Lesko, "a sham."  They say that a
preservation plan for the Carmans is
impossible if massive development is
permitted in the river watershed, before
such a plan can be put in place.

Pine Barrens Society Executive
Director, Richard Amper, said, "If you
want preservation, you have to plan for
it:  Otherwise, what you end up with,
inevitably, is development."  He said,
"the Lesko Administration is continuing
to advance the agenda of the develop-
ment-at-any-cost crowd, while declar-
ing that Carmans River protection is his
top environmental priority."

Scores of citizen groups have
proposed a ten point plan to get the
preservation back on track and have
called for greater involvement by
federal, state, and county agencies to
produce a scientifically-defensible
management plan for the Carmans.
"Government can't gerrymander a
watershed boundary for a river," Amper
said, "All of the groundwater that
affects the river must be considered.
You can't build first and find out later
that the Carmans has been destroyed.
You must find out first, then build
where and as much as the river's needs
will permit."

PRESSING FOR PRESERVATION

Kevin S. Law & Judith A. Enck Honored at 33rd Anniversary Gala

Long Island Association
President 

Kevin S. Law

U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency

Regional Administrator
Judith A. Enck

JEWEL OF LONG ISLAND: The Carmans River
stretches from north of Middle Country Road to the
Great South Bay.

Credit: Courtesy of Oheka Castle

NICE DIGS: Oheka Castle, nestled amidst 443 acres in Huntington, is the scene of the
Society’s 33rd birthday party, October 13th.

Credit: Mark Forman, screeningroom.com

WRONG: Environmentalists oppose development like
this on farmland from which the public has
purchased the development rights.

Challenge Development 
on "Saved" Farmland



E N V I R O N M E N TA L  
N E W S  N O T E S  

Carmans River Video

The Long Island
Pine Barrens Society 
has produced a
compelling video about
the Carmans River, its
legendary history and
efforts to protect it.
Historian and advocate
Martin Van Lith stars
and preservation pro-
ponents weigh in on
the preservation effort.
The program airs on

Cablevision Channel 20 (see days and times on page four) and
streams throughout October at www.pinebarrens.org.  Copies of the
DVD are available from the Pine Barrens Society, through
Associate Producer, Victoria Fontana at (631) 369-3300.

Spring of 1999: Here we stood in a dilapidated restroom at Munn's Pond County Park which was
to become the Wildlife Rescue Center of the Hamptons, the first hospital exclusively for wildlife on the
East End of Long Island. Situated on a greenbelt of public land parcels totaling several thousand acres
which stretches from Tiana Bay to Peconic Bay, the site boasts fresh and salt water wetlands, Pine
Barrens, and open meadows- the perfect place for wildlife to rehabilitate. We were going over renova-
tion plans when suddenly I heard chattering noises coming from above. A trip upstairs revealed a
raccoon family that had made its nest in some old insulation in the long-abandoned attic! And we were
to begin renovations in two days.

Fortunately, a mother raccoon will
relocate her family on her own, albeit with a
little “harassment.” The next day, armed with
a tried-and-true radio, I returned to the attic,
intent on leaving the radio on to drive the
family out humanely. But they were already
gone!  The building had been empty for so
long, that just our voices had frightened the
mother into evacuating her family, probably
to a nearby “Plan B” nest she already had.
Most mammals build more than one nest and
habitually rotate their offspring from nest to
nest to confuse potential predators. I was
confident that this raccoon family had done
the same. And so the renovations began.

Eleven years have passed since our
initial encounter with the raccoon and her young. The Wildlife Rescue Center receives over 10,000
calls and now takes in an estimated 1,300 injured wild animals a year for medical treatment and
eventual release back into the wild. Most of these animals have been impacted, in some way, by
humans - hit by cars, crashed into windows, entangled in fishing tackle or netting, orphaned by
trapping, even injured by our cats – all due in some way to human encroachment on their habitat.

How to Help Your Wildlife Neighbors

• Fall and winter are coming. Make sure all repairs are made to your home now, before animals
decide to try and gain entry. Cap all chimneys as well.

• If animals do gain entry to your attic or basement, do not trap and relocate them. Not only is this
illegal to do without a license, you may be creating an orphan situation by leaving young behind.
Professional trappers usually kill the animals. Simply play a radio and leave a light on in the area 
and they will more than likely be gone the next day.

• Be extremely cautious while driving, especially during dawn and dusk when deer are more active.
Practicing defensive driving may save a human life as well.

• Do not place bird feeders near picture windows. Birds see a reflection of this “other feeder” in
the glass and fly towards it. Better yet, place decorative decals on picture windows.

• Avoid pesticides and herbicides. Consider making your property into a natural habitat, with native
plants, wildflowers and birdbaths.

• Do not let cats go outdoors unsupervised. Even well-fed cats are responsible for a tremendous
amount of songbird deaths. Cats will live longer, healthier lives indoors as well.

• Think before clearing shrubbery and plants in your yard. Are there birds or other wildlife nesting
or living there?

• If you find an injured wild animal, call the Wildlife Rescue Center of the Hamptons day or night at
631 728-WILD (9453). We have trained responders who can coach you over the phone.

Seasonal Concerns for Special Species

This time of year, many species of warbler are migrating through our area. These tiny birds are
the most likely victims of window collisions since most of them are just passing through and 
are unfamiliar with the area. If you find a bird that has hit a window but is still alive, make sure it is
in an upright position and place a laundry basket over it. This allows the bird protection from predators
while allowing you to view its condition. They will usually recover within an hour and you can simply
remove the basket. Should the bird’s condition worsen, call the Center.

As we enter into winter, we will be watching for unique species such as the dovekie. This past
January, after a particularly harsh storm, eight dovekies were admitted to our center in a two-day
period. They were dehydrated, disoriented and emaciated. Dovekies are pelagic birds, which spend
their entire lives in the ocean, coming on shore only to breed or when they are very sick. This partic-
ular case was an unprecedented number since prior to this, the Center had only admitted four
dovekies in the 11 years since opening our doors.

Together, we can make the earth a better place to live for ourselves and our wild neighbors. If
you’re interested in becoming involved first-hand at the Wildlife Rescue Center of the Hamptons, visit
wildlifrescuecenter.org for more information. Volunteers help the staff in tending to the day-to-day
care of the animals, including feeding, changing bedding, and administering medications. We have
trained over 100 people to assist with wildlife rescues. The next trainee could be you!

Rescuing Wildlife: a Few "Tails" and a Few Tips
by Virginia Frati

Virginia Frati is the Executive Director and Founder of the Wildlife Rescue Center of the Hamptons,
Inc., a non-profit dedicated to the rescue, rehabilitation and release to the wild of injured, orphaned
and sick wild animals.  The Center is located in Munn's Pond County Park through a cooperative
licensing agreement with Suffolk County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation.
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The Pine Barrens Society is set to release a brand new Hiking
Guide to Long Island's premier ecosystem.  Authored by Pine
Barrens Society and Long Island
Greenbelt Trails Conference
Board Member, Tom Casey, the
24- page guide provides informa-
tion on more than a dozen 
places to visit, what you can see
and do and is illustrated with
photographs and maps.

The Guide will debut this
November and is obtainable
from the Society for any
donation.

Advocates for a plan to save the Carmans River in Brookhaven
Town demonstrated at Brookhaven Town Hall in August, charging

that the so-called "Preservation
Plan" is instead a "Development
Plan" because scores of
development projects are
targeted for the watershed 
even before protection is put 
in place.

Pine Barrens Society
Executive Director Richard
Amper said, "You have to plan
for preservation; otherwise
what you end up with is
development."  Protesters also
attended the August 17 Town
Board Meeting and called on
Town Board Members to play
an active role in the effort to
protect the threatened river.  

Brookhaven Town officials
are scheduled to present an updated Carmans River plan at the next
New York State Pine Barrens Commission meeting to be held
October 20, at 2pm in Brookhaven Town Hall. The meeting is 
open to the public and all who care about saving the Carmans are 
encouraged to attend. 

Pine Barrens Hiking Guide

Protest "Sham Plan" for 
Carmans River

PINE BARRENS "ROAD MAP":  PBS Board Member Tom Casey, author of the
brand new Pine Barrens Trail Guide.  Long Islanders who've not yet experienced
Long Island's wilderness and those waiting for this pocket-sized resource, need
wait no more.  E-mail info@pinebarrens.org to order.

Credit: Luke Ormand, birdsoflongisland.blogspot.com

WINTER WATERBIRD: The dovekie is an ocean-dwelling
bird that only comes ashore when distressed. Last year
the Center succeeded in rehabilitating two for release
back to the wild.

Credit: LIPBS

Credit: Tom Casey

CARMANS RIVER HIGH: Television program co-
hosts Dick Amper & Kathleen Nasta aboard the
helicopter used to obtain aerial perspectives of this
natural treasure.  Later they canoed the Carmans.

Credit: Jennifer Gustavson

UNHAPPY CAMPERS: Supporters of a
Comprehensive Watershed Protection &
Management Plan for the Carmans River,
protest at Brookhaven Town Hall
Supervisor Mark Lesko's "Sham Plan" to
save the river.  They called for stakehold-
er participation, science-based planning
and a moratorium on new development
until the preservation plan is in place. 



The Queensification of Brookhaven is underway. And
the East End is not far behind. Literally hundreds of
projects are in the pipeline - so many that they are destined
to overwhelm eastern Long Island's country look and feel
and our overall quality-of-life. Only sound planning and
citizen vigilance can save us from this onslaught.

Brookhaven has hundreds of projects moving through
the approval process, including 60 down-zonings, involv-
ing hundreds of thousands of square feet of new commer-
cial development and thousands of new homes we don't
need and can't afford — environmentally or economical-
ly. Many of these projects involve density, well above what
is permitted "as of right" under existing zoning and few
provide the "public benefits" required for their approval.
Many are proposed for the Compatible Growth Area of our
Pine Barrens, in a state-designated Special Groundwater
Protection Area.

On the East End, Southampton is considering down-
zoning, in which high-density development is substituted for
what developers are entitled to under existing zoning. This
constitutes density give-aways to influential developers and
the gifting of public wealth to private individuals without
commensurate public benefits. It comes at a time when
neither the East End Towns nor the County of Suffolk or State
of New York are meeting their commitment to preserving
open space and farmland. What's worse, government
seems to be doing nothing to assess the consequences of
developing all this land and not preserving it.

In fact, there are hundreds of projects on the drawing
boards including the so-called "Tuckahoe Main Street"
mega-development in Southampton, the former "Willy
World" site at William Floyd Parkway and the L.I.E., touted
by Brookhaven town Supervisor Mark Lesko, and the
massive LevyTown projects in Yaphank. No matter where
you live on Long Island, the magnitude of the development

proposed for this area will have a direct impact on you and
your family. And it's not good.

Mega-development, including density way above what
developers are entitled to by law, threatens drinking water
quality, air quality and the scenic vistas we sometimes take
for granted. There's traffic congestion, storm water run-off
and ugly sprawl. Then there's the matter of taxes. The cost
of new government services associated with residential
development exceeds the taxes collected. Who is left to pay

the difference?  We all are. Why does open space preser-
vation help control taxes?  Because deer don't go to school.

The development-at-any-cost crowd spiels out false,
so-called benefits of paving the Island over. They want to
combat "blight."  Of course, yesterday's "much needed"
development is today's blight. They talk about the need 
for jobs, as though building on an Island were 
somehow sustainable. An economy based on 
consuming the limited land that is left is doomed. They
mumble about the need for affordable housing,
apparently not realizing that the glut of houses on the
market today is making all of our homes affordable!

Most of us came here for the rural ambience of this
area. We wanted to escape from the traffic, taxes and
turmoil — the visual clutter. That's why more than 80 %
of Long Islanders support saving our natural world. Our
beaches and bays. Our wetlands and woodlands. The
Pine Barrens. The Carmans River.

All this proposed new development comes at a high price.
Brookhaven's Lesko Administration says it is pursuing a
"preservation plan" for the Carmans River. At the same time,
the town is pushing more than 100 development projects in
the Carmans river watershed, down-zoning for extra density
left and right, and rejects a moratorium until the preservation
plan is complete. Mr. Lesko says he does not have a
"development plan."  If you don't have a preservation plan,
what you get is development.

Mr. Lesko called some of the most respected environ-
mental and civic leaders across the Island "delusional."
What's delusional is his strategy to build first and find out
later whether or not the Carmans River will survive. What
is sensible is to plan first, then build only where and as
much as the environment can stand. Government didn't
do that for the Forge River and now it's virtually dead.

So here's our suggestion. We're in a recession,
caused by the banks and the real estate industry. Banks
aren't lending much for development anyway. Isn't this
the perfect time to do the analysis necessary to determine
how much more development Long Island can tolerate
before we destroy our drinking water and the few surviv-
ing natural spaces which our quality-of-life and economy
depend upon?  Let's preserve the Carmans River, the best
of Brookhaven and the East End and control taxes, instead
of processing development after development at our
environmental and economic peril?  What's "delusional"
about that?

by Alan Singer

The Queensification of Eastern Long Island
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"Neither the East End Towns 
nor the County of Suffolk or State 

of New York are meeting their 
commitment to preserving open 

space and farmland. What's 
worse, government seems to be 

doing nothing to assess the
consequences of developing all this

land and not preserving it."  

The unexpected death of Ray Corwin — for 17 years, the first Executive
Director of the New York State Pine Barrens Commission — was a tragic loss
to Pine Barrens protection.  But fate is fickle and ardent supporters of Long
Island's premier ecosystem have found true promise in a veteran Long Island
environmentalist.

He is John W. Pavacic, 51, a thought-
ful and professional environmental
administrator with that rarest combina-
tion of qualities - a cool head and a warm
heart.  His scholarly writings and hands-
on management of government agencies
charged with environmental protection
make him extremely qualified for the
position.   

Pavacic, is a native Long Islander,
having grown up in Patchogue.  He was
graduated from Union College in
Schenectady in 1981 with a Bachelor of
Science Degree.  He received a Masters
of Science Degree from SUNY College of
Environmental Science and Forestry in
Syracuse in 1982.  Pavacic is married and
the father of a son and daughter.  He lives
in northwest Suffolk County.

His government service began in
Brookhaven from 1986 to 1994 where he served as Acting Manager of the
town's Natural Resources Bureau and as an Environmental Planner.  From
1994 to 1997, he was the Assistant Division Director in the Division of
Environmental Protection.

He left Brookhaven for the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation where he served as Regional Permit Administrator for a decade.

In 2007, he was named Commissioner of the Suffolk County Department of
Parks, Recreation and Conservation.  

His life-long interest in the Pine Barrens began at Brookhaven during
efforts to create a permanent Pine Barrens Preserve.  He served on commit-

tees involved in preparing the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan for 
the Barrens and later was co-chair of the
Protected Lands Council which serves
the state Pine Barrens Commission.

His focused, goal-oriented and logical
approach to policy making and program
implementation is the product of experi-
ence and discipline.  Combined with his
heartfelt commitment to the protection
of the natural world in general and the
Pine Barrens in particular, these qualities
make him an indefatigable steward of
drinking water protection and habitat
preservation. 

Escaping the sad circumstance of his
ascension to the helm of the Pine Barrens
Commission, he is already setting a
course for the Commission's future.  He
has inherited the Herculean task of
enacting the new Comprehensive Land

Use Plan for the Pine Barrens and is moving aggressively to assure the
preparation of a science-based Comprehensive Watershed Protection and
Management Plan for the Carmans River — an undertaking fraught with
professional, political and personal challenges.

He is moving ahead calmly, but earnestly.  If his past is preface, Long
Island's Pine Barrens has found another champion.

NEW LEADER: John W. Pavacic becomes Executive Director of the New York State Pine
Barrens Commission.

Credit: LIPBS

FATE & PROMISE: John W. Pavacic Takes Charge
at the Pine Barrens Commission
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DEVELOPMENT NAMES - TRANSLATED: “Deer Run” – they'd better! “Historic Woods” – they’re history!
“Ocean View Estates” – in eastern Tennessee! “Hidden Pond” – it's filled in!   

Town of East Hampton
Wednesdays 6:00 pm • Thursdays 9:00 pm • Fridays 3:30 pm

Towns of Riverhead, Southold and Southampton
Mondays 9:30 pm • Tuesdays 7:30 pm

Towns of Brookhaven, Smithtown and portions of Islip
Mondays 8:00 pm • Mondays 9:00 pm • Tuesdays 7:00 pm

Towns of Babylon, Huntington, portions of Islip and all of Nassau County
Thursdays 10:30 am • Thursdays 2:30 pm • Fridays 10:30 am

The Pine Barrens Society’s television program airs on Cablevision Channel 20 in the following areas.
If your region is not listed here, please call our office at 631-369-3300 to find out how you can help
us get it aired on your local Cablevision network. The program can also be viewed on the Society's
website, www.pinebarrens.org by selecting TV Show on the home page. 

A copy of the last annual report filed with the New York State Department of Law
may be obtained by writing to NYS Attorney General’s Charities Bureau, Attn: FOIL
Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, NY, 10271 or may be obtained directly from the
Long Island Pine Barrens Society, 547 East Main Street, Riverhead, NY 11901

Printed on recycled paper.
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